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books 


" a ,11 the rest are pictures of delight, while in the pages 0 f 
description, which' tell how the animals play the, r games, may be read 
bet ween the lines instructions foi the clnldien. Hits is a charming 

b 7)l Dnv by Edith Farmiloe (Grant Richards, 6/-). The One Day is 
nne dav of Peter, who is just six years old, and you begin from when he 
rets up and open his birthday letters with him, and look over his presents 
with him, and go shopping with him and his mother and his sister 
Olivia and listen to his mummy’s story, and then Peter tells his own story, 
and everything that happens is beautifully pictured in colours. 

The Lost Ball , by Thomas Cobb (Methuen, 2/6). We are not quite sure 
that The Lost Ball is up to the level of the author’s former tales in the 
Blue Story Book Series. The tale is well told, the hero shows some 
resource and some pertinacity, but there is a somewhat careful absence 
of the heroic impulse and of generous emotion. 

Fairy Tales , Far ami Near, by A. T. Quiller Couch (Cassell, 1/3). We 
are glad to see a cheap edition of Mr. Quiller Couch’s Fairy Tales. He 
knows how to tell a fairy tale, and Mr. Miller knows how to illustrate 
the same, and these ten make a charming collection. 

French Lessons on the Gouin Method , by F. Themoin (Hachette, 2/6). 
We think very highly of M. Themoin’s book; he interprets the Gouin 
Method with vitality. The subjects of the series are well chosen, and 
are selected on the principle that there are certain u expressions and 
phrases which everyone should know.” We wish that a writer of so much 
intelligence had adopted the short speech of common life in place of the 
elaborate phrases, which we can all recollect from our Ollendorf, for 
example, but for which we do not find a use in after life. The conver- 
sation with the cochsr is an example of what we mean. Life is not 
long enough for this sort of thing, though no doubt the object is to 
familiarise the student with words and phrases useful in any case. M. 
Themoin adheres with the faithfulness of intelligent exposition to the 
teaching of M. Gouin, and we believe that no other method is so good. 
Here is a counsel from the preface that we heartily endorse, “The pupil 
must never lose sight of the fact that th e grammar is not the language . 
The language is the edifice , the grammar is but the explanation of its 
construction .” We have not seen a better introduction to the study of 
French. 


The Eton Nature- Study Note Book } designed by Wilfred Mark Webb, 
F.L.S. (Spottiswoode & Co., Eton College, 3/6). This is the perfection of 
a Nature Note Book, made of double paper — a blank page of cartridge 
for drawing on the one side and a ruled page for writing on the other. 
I he cover of charming green linen is so arranged that new sheets 
can be added ; in fact we have here a perfect Nature Note Book. 


Erratum.— Page 73, January No., “ Buddist” for “ Buddhist.” 


THE "P.R” LETTER BAG. 

I The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents .] 

Dear Editor, — The following few words have been suggested to me 
by the Essay in the November issue of the Parents' Review. In the first 
place, it seems to me that the educational value of Milton for young people, 
except for a scattered few, is a very debateable quantity. 

* * * # * * 

The expediency of admiring Satan so much may be questioned ; he is, 
we know, the very personification of evil, which if not so strong as good, 
is, alas ! very powerful ; but if his strength commands some admiration, 
that ought never to be dwelt upon, especially to the young, without calling 
attention to the profound, boundless pity he must inspire in all who read 
his wonderful soliloquy aright. Here, no doubt, no second interpretation 
is possible ; he makes a splendid apology for free will and looks his past in 
the face ; in short, powerful in thought as in action, he turns the knife in his 
wounds and tells us he might have been everlastingly happy in obedience 
and that there was no inherent necessity for him to sin. That is the 
language we ought to hear in an emasculate age, at a time when many 
exaggerate heredity and eliminate free will. Ihe famous 4 * beneath the 
lowest deep a lower deep,” can only in all its abysmal sadness, be grasped 
by those who having suffered can measure the fearful possib.ht.es of ever 
deeper descent. ” Myself am Hell ” ; it is the canker of character and no 
of adverse circumstance that eats into the happiness of man and angel 
alike and so Satan is, oh ! how deeply to be pitied as the prototype of all 

r^s1en”a Satan a.ticip..ed Kan,, and does no, blink .hi, 

'"Mm rri.d on the B,hle s.oty, 

a, a myth, but all who love that grew. £ ^olji.nc. can 

the English language is, an n brea th when they c <jme to Eve s 

work in a home must read wit former like many of us, can’t 

despair and Adam’s manly resigns » ^ ^ wou]d rather die than face 
brook the bitter consequences o , , n . r v i sta of years. She was, in fact, 

what she sees awaiting her. down induce a more resigned 

•the first apologist of suici , her comp l a int on leaving those 

attitude, but who can help feeling , 1 > ent for t h 0S e flowers that for her 

beautiful surroundings, her P as ^‘” we fee l that, as Adam points out, 

will never bloom elsewhere A ) forsake them, and 

justice will be tempered wt.lt X!'l«aded unspeakably often turns out to 
U know that wh.l ™ *•" £T.w 

have mitigations and that J y 

planting. (<Thy presence all my journey th.ough 

Thou art engaged to grant ; 

What else I want, or think », 

>Tis better still to want. 
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even when sin has momentarily separated the soul 
from God, but Paradise Lost and our own expenence teach us that ev.l 
done is beyond recall and that there >s no beginnmg life aga.n, in the strict 
sense of the word ; we must continue it as best we can. 

And now it only remains for me to apologise for so hasty an attempt to 
put Milton or Paradise Lost into the right perspective for the young. Oh ! 
shade of one of the greatest men that ever lived, forgive me in consideration 
of the fact that I know and would fain have others feel that your poem is like 
one of those grand cathedral aisles which embody the worship of the past 
and in which we would like to kneel. The young should be taught reverence, 
and Milton’s story would gain for them by being told in all its hard, naked 
pathos; by degrees his purpose and his beauty might be dimly revealed to 
them, to bear fruit in after life. Failing that, one must regard one’s 
attempt to “ educate ” them as an egregious failure. 

Truly yours, 

L. H. Brooks. 


fSome interesting letters 
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Edited by Miss F. Noel Armfield, Sec., 26. Victoria Street , S.W . 

Tel . 479 Victoria . 

lo whom all Hon. Local Secs, are requested to send reforts op alt 
matters of interest connected with their br anches , also 6 copies 
oj any prospectuses or other papers they may print . 

N.B. — Kindly write on one side of the paper only. 


NEW BRANCHES. 

Ihe Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 

Branches in the following places: 

Bradford. 

Brisbane. 

Cardiff.— Names maybe sent to Mrs. Hamilton, Blackladies, Dynas 
rowis. 

NFERMUne. Mrs. Beveridge, Pitreavie, Dunfermline, would be 
glad to hear from people interested. 

UiLDFORD —Names may be sent fro tern, to Mrs. Clarke Kennedy, 
Ewhurst Rectory, near Guildford 

Nottingham. 

Surbiton. 

Swansea. 

Tunbk.dgk Wells and District.-//*,,. 

Mrs. rrouton Rotherfield, Sussex < P r 0 tern.). 

friends ther* * ^ ^Ta*'** Stevie7v living in these districts, or having 
Street S W *** & ° ‘ orTlrnun ' ca,e w bb Miss Armfield, 26 , Victoria 


Sec. and Treasurer : 
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DERBY. On Tuesday Jan. l 2th , fony . fivc child , en and . 

,he prmting works o Messrs. Bemrose & Sons, I.imited They “re 

rorpivpH hv Mr Arrmlrl Rnm r .1 . J c c 


received by Mr. Arnold Bemrose 


J "CIL 

. r rj u 1 7 ° ne °* Erectors, who gave a brief 

explanation of How books are made,” and shewed them specimens. 
Ihey were then divided into four parties and taken over some portions of 
the works by Mr. Bemrose and three assistants. The generation of 
electricity for lighting and driving the works was seen. The party were 
then shewn the various processes involved in the making of a book, viz., 
composition by hand and by linotype machines, printing off the copies’, 
folding and cutting of the printed sheets, stitching and binding. 

Dulwich. — On Tuesday, Nov. 24th, at Pond House, Miss Montague 
lectured on “The Happiness of Work: an Educational Ideal.” A 
delightful lecture, which provoked a fair amount of discussion. Mr. 
Hunt took the chair. A good number of members were present. — 
On Tuesday, Dec. 8 th, at Hillsboro', Alleyn Park, Mr. Hunt lectured 
on “ Alleyn and Dulwich,” illustrated by lantern slides. A large 
number of members were present, also many of Mr. Mallinson’s boys, who 
listened with a keen and intelligent interest. The afternoon closed with a 
hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Hunt, proposed by the Rev. J. H. Mallinson. 

EDINBURGH. — A successful meeting was held on Dec. 11th. Mr. Henry 
Johnston, M. A., Oxon., spoke on “The Informal Teaching of History.” Miss 
Ainslie, B.A., presided. Mr. Johnston said that there were three points on the 
subject to be considered, or rather three questions to be answered:— ( 1 ) Is it 
desirable to attempt any informal teaching of history ? ( 2 ) Is it possible ? 
(3) Has it any special dangers ? In a concise and interesting way the lecturer 
proved to his hearers that both the first and the second questions should 
be answered in the affirmative. With regard to the third point, he felt 
that there were several dangers to be avoided. One should be careful not 
to give the children a wrong impression, nor to let them feel that the events 
in history were unreal, and the characters were puppets dressed up for their 
benefit. The lecturer said he considered strict accuracy of no great 
importance, as long as one did not take an infallible tone, fhe essential 
point was to make the characters live to present in short : • h» undeveloped 
but interested mind, history from the historical point of view. 

Friday Dec. Dth, 

address on Tim lecturer considered the question 
permission of Mrs_Kllpa ) ^ ^ * necessky for the ma,n- 

,n three aspects F l P y consideratjon of the composition of the 

tenance of health . AD • fection 0 f anv one organ affects 

body and o, .he ^Tbe Sla.ive. ' Seconaioranring 

the whole, proves that t should it be taken as work or as 

physical culture to be ar£ , U ments on both sides, the lecturer 

play ? After mentioning h ^ ^ ^ advantage of being a 

summed up in favour . d _ Regarding the amount ot exercise 

healthy mental discipline. can be laid down. Summing up, he 

to be taken no hard and fas rule chiIdien . 

laid great stress on an open ^ ^ t J lecturer at the meeting ot 

HAMPSTEAD.--Mr. 08C I < ^ own persona i impressions of the 

this Branch on Dec. 8th, nh ° , , „ rowt h of public taste during the 

development of pianoforte playing and the grown P 



